The Myth of the Arabic Egyptian
Identity.
Are Egyptians Arabs?
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Oxford University Historian
Deighton, H. S.

O

O

"The Arab Middle East and the Modern World" International
Affairs, vol. xxii, no. 4 (October 1946), p. 519

The Egyptians are not Arabs, and both they and the Arabs
are aware of this fact. They are Arabic-speaking, and they
are Muslim —indeed religion ﬁlays a greater part in their
lives than it does in those either of the Syrians or the Iraqi.
But the Egyptian, during the first thirty years of the
[twentieth] century, was not aware of any particular bond
with the Arab East... Egypt sees in the Arab cause a worthy
object of real and active sympathy and, at the same time, a
great and proper opportunity for the exercise of Ieadersh|p
as well as for the enjoyment of its fruits. But she is still
Egyptian first and Arab only in consequence, and her main
interests are still domestic.[27

Some of the genetic studies
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Molecular Anthropology sl 12

OO DNA studies on modern Egyptians
O Egypt has experienced several

invasions during its history, including
by the Canaanites, the Libyans, the
Nubians, the Assyrians, the Kushites,
the Persians, the Greeks, the Romans
and the Muslim Arabs.




DNA and Y Chromosome 4l day)

O However, these do not seem to
account for more than about 15%
overall of current Egyptians ancestry
when the DNA evidence of the ancient
mitochondrial DNA and modern Y
chromosomes is considered.(1)

Chromosome : the human cell contain 46 chromosome which
carries the genetic characteristics.

(1) Frank Yurco, "An E(_?_yptological Review" in Mary R.
Lefkowitz and Guy MacLean Rogers, eds. Black Athena
Re\éizsitlegd Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1996.
p. 62-

Egyptians are not Arabs, they
are Egyptians.

O Egyptians around Luxor, where old upper Egypt
was located. A recent DNA study by Cruciani

O  http://mathildasanthropologyblog.wordpress.com/2008/11/09/egyptians-are-
not-arabs-they-are-egyptians/

Mitochondrial DNA duuall asY)

O A study by Krings et al. from 1999 on mitochondrial DNA
clines along the Nile Valley found that a Eurasian cline
runs from Northern Egypt to Southern Sudan, and a
Sub-Saharan cline extends from Southern Sudan to
Northern E(_?(ypt. 35] Another study based on maternal
lineages links modern Egyptians with people from
modern Eritrea/Ethiopia such as the Afro-Asiatic-

speaking Tigre.[36]

O Cline: A gradient of morphological or physiological change in a
group of related organisms usually along a line of
environmental or geographic transition

O Krings. Prof. Dr. Matthias Krings sUniversity of Mainz. mtDNA
Analysis of Nile River Valley Populations: Genetic Corridor or a
Barrier to Migration?. PMID PMC1377841.
http://genapps.uchicago.edu/labweb/pubs/krings.pdf.




Cont;

O Similarly, an mtDNA study of
modern Egyptians from the Gurna
region near Thebes in Southern
Egypt revealed that Eurasian
haplogroups

oo

Haplotype: a group of alleles of different genes on a single
chljg)mosome that are closely enough linked to be inherited usually as a
unit.

An allele is an alternative form of a gene ;one member of a pair) that
is located at a specific position on a specific chromosome.

Examples: The gene for seed shape in pea plants exists in two forms,
one form or allele for round seed shape (R) and the other for wrinkled
seed shape

Cont;

O represented 61% of the population,
with the remainder 39% being of
Sub-Saharan origin. The oral tradition
of the Gurna people indicates that
they descend from the ancient
Egyptians

Cont.

O The Y chromosome evidence from
modern Egyptians suggests less than
10% of their current male ancestry
can be attributed to historical
immigration (*)

O *Lucotte (2001). Brief communication: Y-chromosome
haplotypes in Egypt. doi:10.1002/ajpa.10190




Biological Anthropology

O Anthropometric indicators.
O Craniofacial criteria

Ancient Egyptian
Skull, once
thought to be
that of
Akhenaton

Weak correlation

Anthropometric indicators

O Anthropologist Nancy Lovell states the
following:

O [Data] "must be placed in the context of

ypotheses informed by archaeological,
linguistic, geographic and other data. In such
contexts, the physical anthropological
evidence indicates that early Nile Valle
populations can be identified as part of an
African lineage, but exhibiting local variation.
This variation represents the short and long
term effects of evolutionary forces."

O This view was also shared by the late
Egyptologist, Frank Yurco.[27]

Limb ratios

O Anthropologist C. Loring Brace points out that
limb elongation is "cIearIY related to the
dissipation of metabolically generated heat" in
areas of higher ambient temperature. He also
stated that "skin colour intensification and
distal limb elongation is apparent wherever
people have been long-term residents of the
tropics".

O Anthropometric indicators however carries a

oc%r correlation but taken in context of other
actors.

O Loring Brace (born 1930) is an anthropologist at the University
of Michigan.




